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Hansard Tuesday, 31 August 2004

Speech by

Paul Hoolihan

MEMBER FOR KEPPEL

COMMUNITY AMBULANCE COVER AMENDMENT REGULATION (NO. 
1) 2004

Mr HOOLIHAN (Keppel—ALP) (5.12 p.m.): I speak against this disallowance motion and it gives me
great pleasure to do so. We have a community ambulance cover in Queensland which, incidentally, for the
information of the members opposite, was taken into account by the people of Queensland when this
government was returned in February. There was a levy of $88. What parsimony do we hear from the
members opposite who argue about an amount of less than 5c per week—$2.20—which is the CPI
increase. 

We hear all about the people who pay the community ambulance cover 60 and 70 times, but a
number of people come to my electorate office—pensioners who do not pay it—and ask to voluntarily
make some payment in relation to the ambulance because they appreciate the quality of the Ambulance
Service that is being provided and will continue to be provided with this levy. The community ambulance
cover at $90.20, taking into account the increases in the CPI, has to deal with things like rising fuel costs
and wages. It is a nonsense to say that the amount of the community ambulance cover would remain the
same for all time. Charges go up for everything. Charges have gone up radically for fuel. We now have fuel
that is almost $1 a litre. 

We need a properly funded Ambulance Service. This community ambulance cover gives it to us and
it gives it to us on a daily basis. Since it was introduced, there have been 110 extra paramedics appointed
and another 240 will be appointed over the next three years. In my own electorate, two new paramedics
have been stationed at Yeppoon and one permanent paramedic has been stationed at Emu Park. There is
a new ambulance station to be built at Emu Park at a cost of $750,000. Where do people believe this
money comes from? Does it come out of thin air? No! It comes from the contribution by the community to a
properly funded Ambulance Service. 

The member for Gregory mentioned the size of his electorate. It was brought home to me only in the
last week that the aerial ambulance that used to operate is now operated by the Royal Flying Doctor
Service. The Royal Flying Doctor Service is also being funded by the state government from the
contribution to the Ambulance Service.

Nothing comes free. I think that even a Liberal politician said that there is no such thing as a free
lunch. But the increase in the community ambulance cover at $2.20 is in line with the increase in the CPI
index. I believe that the people of Queensland are prepared to accept that the community ambulance
cover should increase only in line with rises in the CPI index and that the community ambulance cover
should continue. 
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